[Treatment of severe pulmonary embolism].
Acute circulatory failure is the major complication of acute pulmonary embolism. It may be clinically silent, but sometimes leads to systemic hypotension, shock, or clinical manifestations of right ventricular failure. In these patients, oxygen, inotropic drugs, and fluid loading are indicated. Unless contra-indicated, thrombolytic therapy should be undertaken when clinical signs of circulatory failure occur. Surgical embolectomy is now undertaken in the very few patients not responding to maximal medical treatment. Vena cava interruption is not more often useful in massive pulmonary embolism than in non massive pulmonary embolism.